Question Exploration Routine
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This is built around a device that guides teachers to break down and unpack unit questions.  As the example Question Exploration Device below shows, the device has six sections or boxes.  In the first box, the teacher writes the unit question.  In the second box, the teacher notes and defines key vocabulary that students will need to understand in order to answer the question.   In the third box, the teacher writes smaller questions that might lead students to the bigger understanding required to answer the questions. In the fourth box, the teacher writes a complete, concise answer to the question.  In the fifth box, the teacher notes how the new knowledge can be applied to other learning experiences in the teacher's class.  Finally, in the sixth box, the teacher notes how the new knowledge can be applied in other courses or applied to real life experiences.  

After completing the Question Exploration Device, teachers can use it with students in their classrooms to guide them through the construction of their own answers to unit questions  Teachers would start with a blank device and involve students in co constructing an answer. Teachers should have completed a version of the device prior to sharing it with students but should be open to new ideas, new knowledge that might be included on the device when it is rewritten with students. 




Question Exploration Guide

What is the critical question?

What are the key terms and explanations?

What are the supporting questions and answers?  

What is the overall idea answer?

How can we use the main idea again?

Is there a main idea?  Is there a real world use? 


Sample filled in on page 173
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